
 

Surviving the Home Inspection 

Environmental Conditions Checklist 

Pests/Termites 

 Determine if your state requires sellers to provide this inspection.  

 If you live in a region noted for pests, be proactive and do this immediately 

before listing your home. 

 If you live in a region with a significant military population likely to use VA loans, 

be proactive and do this immediately before listing your home. 

Septic Systems 

 Schedule a septic inspection immediately before listing the property. It is a given 

that the buyer will request this.  

Radon 

 What is the local convention in your area? If radon monitoring is routine, get it 

out of the way.  

 If you have a mitigation system that is more than 2 years old, it is time to 

perform follow up monitoring. 

 If rarely asked for in your region, wait for the buyer to make the request.  

Underground Oil Storage Tanks 

 Is a tank present? If so, do you have documentation that decommissioning has 

taken place in accordance with local ordinances? If not, begin the process, 

following all the applicable regulations.   
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Mold 

 Determine if you have a mold/mildew issue.   

 Does it appear to be a surface condition in the bathroom? If so, improve 

ventilation, clean thoroughly in accordance to EPA guidelines. 

 Can you determine the source of the water that is allowing for growth? Check 

for proper ventilation in attics and crawlspaces. Look for leaks in under-cabinet 

spaces. Look for leaks around windows, doors, and the roof.  

 If you cannot identify the water source, call an expert with the appropriate tools.  

 Do you have an event in the attic or crawlspace that you feel is severe?  If you 

even hesitate to answer that question, bring in a Certified Mold Assessor. 

Science will not trump emotion, but it helps. Get facts and take the appropriate 

action 

Asbestos 

 Was your home built before 1980? If yes, there is a chance you have some 

asbestos present. Check to see if the local regulations are more strict than EPA 

guidelines.  

 Check for: 9x9 flooring tiles, popcorn ceilings, white pipe wrap on radiator or hot 

water lines, cement fiber shingles on the exterior of the home, white rigid board 

backing furnaces, or vermiculite in the attic.  

 If you have any of the above, are the components intact? If so, stop now. 

Remediation often makes the problem worse, not better.   

 If the material is in poor repair with loose pieces, call a specialist for 

remediation. Beware of someone who tells you it all must be removed. Sealing 

or covering is recommended by the EPA for minor repairs. Removal is usually 

only done on a major remodel.   



 


